
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 1 

1 CONGRESS STREET, SUITE 1100 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02114-2023 

September 29, 2005 Y ' ; 

Mr. Robert Simeone 
BRAC Environmental Coordinator 
BRAC Environmental Office SDMS DOCID 240147 
30 Quebec Street, Box 100 
Devens, MA 01 43 4 

Re: 2005 Five-Year Review Report, Former Fort Devens NPL Site 

Dear Mr. Simeone: 

This office is in receipt of the "2005 Five-Year Review Report, Former Fort Devens, Devens, 
Massachusetts" dated September 2005. EPA reviewed the report for compliance with the 
Comprehensive Five-Year Review Guidance (OSWER No. 9355.7-03B-P dated June 2001). 
Upon review of this report, EPA concurs with the Protectiveness Statements for each of the 
operable units covered by the report. The majority of the sites were found to be protective of 
human health and the environment as implemented or upon completion. 

The Protectiveness Statement for the Shepley's Hill Landfill (SHL) site has been deferred 
pending the completion of a number of recommendations set forth in the 2005 Five-Year 
Review, including the operation and monitoring of the newly constructed groundwater extraction 
and treatment system; the completion of cap maintenance activities, scheduled for the Spring of 
2006; and the completion of a Comprehensive Site Assessment and Corrective Action 
Alternatives Analysis (CSA/CAAA) by the Fall of 2007. The CSA/CAAA will evaluate the 
effectiveness and integrity of the implemented remedies at SHL, delineate the off-site plume and 
evaluate impacts, assess impacts to Red Cove, and ultimately recommend additional cleanup 
actions for the SHL site, if necessary. 

The EPA concurs with the SHL recommendations and all other recommendations in the report 
and commits to work with the Army through the Base Cleanup Team (BCT) process and via the 
Federal Facilities Agreement (FFA) procedures to address the recommendations by the milestone 
dates set forth in the 2005 Five-Year Review Report. The EPA applauds the Army's 
commitment to perform a significant number of follow-up actions made to ensure the continued 
and/or long-term effectiveness of the remedies at the Former Fort Devens. 

The 2005 Five-Year Review, the second comprehensive Five-Year Review completed at Devens, 
was triggered by the first comprehensive Five-Year Review completed in September 2000. The 
2000 Five-Year Review was triggered by the initiation of remediation activities at AOCs 44 and 
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52 in August 1995. Consistent with Section 121 (c) of CERCLA, the next Five-Year Review 
must be finalized on or before September 30, 2010. 

Sincerely, 

m tufien,' Direc 
Office of Site Remed ion and Restoration 

cc: Bryan Olson, EPA 
Ginny Lombardo, EPA 
Mike Daly, EPA 
Lynne Welsh, MADEP 
Ron Ostrowski, MassDevelopment 



































































































































































































































































































































































existing remedy is considered to be protective because the cleanup goals remain protective and 
the concentrations in groundwater do not exceed the current MADEP Method 1 GW-2 standards 
(these are protective of indoor vapor intrusion and may soon be revised). Updates or revisions to 
the guidance and standards also should be considered at the time of the evaluation. 

Based on the noted conditions and issues, the following follow-up actions are planned for AOC 
32/43A: 

Recommendations/ Party Oversight Milestone Do Follow-Up Actions: 
Follow Up Actions Responsible Agency Date Affect Protectiveness 

(Y/N) 
Current Future 

Submit updated Long Army, BRAC U.S. EPA, November Y Y 
Term Monitoring Plan. Region 1 2005 
Document will need to 
address wells on 
neighboring property 
south-west of the site 
(63-series identities) and 
the building expansion 
planned for spring 2006. 
Repair damaged Army U.S. EPA, December Y Y 
monitoring wells Region 1 2005 
Vapor Intrusion Army U.S. EPA, March Y Y 
Evaluation Region 1 2006 
Sampling (soil gas 
and/or indoor air), if 
warranted, should be 
conducted in winter 
(conservative). 

7.9 Protectiveness Statement 

The remedy at AOC 32 and AOC 43A currently protects human health and the environment 
because ICs are incorporated into the deed that prohibit the extraction of groundwater from the 
site for industrial and/or potable use and contaminants are not migrating off-site. However, in 
order for the remedy to be protective in the long-term, the recommendations and follow-up 
actions detailed in Section 7.8 need to be taken to ensure long-term protectiveness. 

Current remedial action activity consists of implementing the remaining components specified in 
the ROD: the long term groundwater monitoring program, utilizing ICs, modeling, annual 
reporting, evaluation of the MNA performance and Five-Year site reviews. These components 
enable continued assessment for compliance with performance standards and reporting of 
remedial progress. 

7.10 Neit Review 

This is the second Five-Year review that has been performed at either AOC. The next review will 
be performed within five years of the completion of this five-year review report. The completion 
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date is the date on which USEPA issues its letter to the Army either concurring with report's 
findings or documenting reasons for non-concurrence. 
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